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How to use this Guidebook

This guidebook provides information that is applicable to most municipal schools
in Kanazawa but each school has different rules, events and things to prepare.
This guidebook has blank spaces and check boxes. Please fill in those

according to your school rules when you use this guidebook.
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1. School System in Japan

Age to start elementary school
Children enter elementary school (sho-gakkd) in the April following their 6th
birthday. Elementary school lasts for 6 years.

Grade (gaku-nen)
The Japanese school year starts from April and ends in March. Children born between
April 2" and April 1% the following year are put in the same grade. Because of this, your

child’s grade may be different to the one in their home country.

Advancement (shin-kyd)
Students cannot skip grades and rarely repeat the same grade in Japanese elementary

schools. All students move up to the next grade in April except in cases of a long absence.

Curriculum

Schools follow the National Curriculum Guidelines (the Course of Study) set by the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). Following the
guidelines, each school determines their own schedule. Lessons are normally conducted

in Japanese. Girls and boys always learn together. »See 3 (4) Study and Grading

Fees

Tuition and text books are free at public elementary schools. However, students must
pay for school lunches (kydsyoku), a deposit for field trips, class supplies (gakuydhin),
parent association membership fees, insurance, school uniforms and bags. There is a
financial support system for low income families to buy school supplies and school
lunches: Financial Aid for School Expenses. Please contact the school or the board of

education for details.
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2. Procedures for Starting Elementary School

Procedures at City Hall

When your child comes to Japan, please go to City Hall to register your child as a
resident. Afterwards, go to the office of the board of education (kyoiku-iinkai) inside the
City Hall and state that you would like to enroll your child in school. You will be given
either a “gaikokujin jido seito nydgaku shinsésho” (application form for enrollment
of foreign students) or a “shdgaku annai” (guide for school enrollment). Fill in the
required sections and submit it to the board of education. Afterwards you will receive
the “gaikokujin Jid6é seito nyidgaku kyokasho” (enrollment permit for foreign
students) that states the name of the school that your child will attend. Which school
your child goes to depends on where you live. Please confirm the name and place of the

school indicated on the document.

Procedures at School

Next, go to the designated school to discuss the child’s education. It is recommended
to make an appointment by calling or visiting the school office beforehand. If you cannot
speak Japanese, please mention what language you can speak and ask for language

support when you make an appointment.

4PLEASE BE ON TIME; you may not have enough time to talk with a teacher if you

come to school late because the teachers may be on a tight schedule.

When you go to the school for the consultation, please bring the enrollment Permit
and documents from your home country’s school, such as the certificate of enrollment
or a transcript. At the school, the parents/guardians will be asked about the child; such
as where the child lives, family members, when the child came to Japan, how long he/she
will stay, how much Japanese he/she can speak, what language he/she speaks at home,
schooling in home country, health problems. If you have any questions or concerns about

culture, dietary habits, religion, etc., feel free to ask the teacher.
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In Japanese schools, a child’s school grade is determined by the child’s age. However,
if it is determined that studying with children of the same age is not effective for your
child, he/she may be transferred to a lower grade. Children with disabilities can also
enroll in a special school (class) where they will receive the necessary support. If you
have concerns about these issues, please consult with the school teacher or the board of

education.

Orientation and Health Checkup

In October, an orientation session and health checkup (shdgakuji-kenshin) is held
for all prospective enrollees and their guardians at school. If your child has been in Japan
before the age to start schooling, make sure to attend it to have the health checkup.

If you cannot attend, you must take your child to a pediatric clinic and a dental clinic
by yourself to get the medical certificates to submit to the school. Before you go to the
clinics, you must contact the school and get the specified documents in order to receive

a free medical checkup.

Visiting School to observe classes
In the end of May and the beginning of November, all public schools in Kanazawa
are open to the public. Any person can visit the schools to see classes during that period.

It is a good chance for you to learn about the school that your child is attending.
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3. School Life

(1) ADay in School

Coming to school (T6ko)

- The child attends school 5 days a week from Monday to Friday except national or
school holidays.

- Each school has a specific route to and from school. This is called “tstigaku-ro”.
Please find a short and safe route for your child and walk together until he/she becomes
familiar with the route.

- Every child must come to school before 8: ¥, Students must be ready at their desks
by8: @

- Make sure to inform the school when your child will be late for or absent from school
by phone or fax in order to confirm there is no emergency. — See 5 (2) Report of
Absence or Late Arrival

Morning Classroom Meeting (Asa-no-kai)
At8: @ students start their day and then have a meeting where the homeroom teacher
greets the students and talks about the day.

Classes

- One class period lasts for 45 minutes. Classes are counted as “1(ichi)-gen, 2(ni)-gen”.

- There are 10-20 minute breaks between classes.

- There are four classes in the morning. Afterwards, children will have lunch together
during the lunch break.

- Afternoon classes vary from grade to grade.

- Class schedule is different for each class and day of the week. Please check the lesson
timetable (jikan-wari) provided by the homeroom teacher to know what your child
studies on a particular day. —See 3(5) Study and Grading

- Every class has own homeroom teacher, called “fan-nin”. The homeroom teacher

usually teaches almost most of the classes.
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Lunch

- School lunch is called “kydshoku” and is provided as part of the school’s education
in Japan. Children take turns serving meals and cleaning up. This role is called
“kyashoku-tdban”. When serving meals, children are required to wear aprons and
masks on top of their uniforms.

- If your child cannot eat certain items for health or religious reasons, your child can
bring a lunch (bentd) from home instead of eating kyishoku. Please inform your
school ahead of time. —»See 3 (7) School lunch

Cleaning (Soji)
In Japanese schools, cleaning is also recognized as a part of education. Students share

the responsibilities of cleaning the classrooms, hallways, school grounds, toilets, etc.

After Class Meeting (Owari-no-kai)
There is a meeting before going home. During the meeting, students and their teacher
talk about what happened during the day and the classroom teacher will inform the

students about the schedule for the following day.

Club activities and School committees

- 4, 5 and 6 grade students join cultural and sports club activities once or twice a month.
Clubs include sports, games, cooking, computing. Students choose clubs to join
according to their interests and attend with students from different grades.

- 5-6 grade students join committees once a month. These include library committee and

broadcasting committee.

Leaving School (Geko)

- Students leave school at around 15:00 on a day with 5 classes and around 16:00 on a
day with 6 classes.

- Children can go to “Jidd-club” (gakudd-hoiku: after school care) when their
parents/guardians are away from home until late. It costs around 7,000-10,000 yen
per month. Please consult with each jidd-club if you would like to use the service.
—See 6. Contact List
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(2) AYear in School: important events

Semesters and Long Vacations

1st Semester: from April to July

Natsu-yasumi (Summer Vacation); From late July to the end of August. It lasts for
around 40 days. Homework is given out to students. During vacation, there are specific
days when the students must come to school (/6ko-bi), and pool opening days.

2nd Semester: from September to December

Fuyu Yasumi (Winter Vacation); From the end of December to the beginning of
January. It lasts for around 2 weeks. Homework will also be handed out.

3 Semester: from January to March

Haru Yasumi (Spring Vacation); From the end of March to the beginning of April. It
lasts for around 2 weeks. The school year ends in Mar. All students advance into the next

grade in Apr..

Important events
Events that don’t have a specific grade are for all students. Parents/guardians can also

attend some events. The school will inform the date and time of these events accordingly.

Nyidgaku-shiki (Apr.); A ceremony to welcome new students. Parents/guardians of
the new students are welcome to attend.

Shigyo-shiki; A ceremony to open the semester. It takes place every semester.
Hatsuiku-sokuté; teachers will measure the children’s height and weight.
Kenko-shindan (Health Checkup); medical doctors come to the school to check-up
children’s teeth, ears, nose and eyes, so on.

Hinan Kunren; Training to evacuate from the school in case of emergency and going
home in a group. This is held usually once a month, ten times a year.

Undo-kai;, An event for enjoying sports at school. Some activities include running, team
relays, simple gymnastics and cheering. Students learn about sport and how to use

teamwork to achieve goals through this event. Parents are welcome to come watch this.

11
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Ensoku (Field Trip); Children go out for a school walk and enjoy a picnic together.

Where the children go is determined by their grade.

g How to prepare for Ensoku?

Come to school in clothes that are easy to move around in. Inside their backpack,
children should pack a lunch (bentd), water bottle, snacks, a raincoat, picnic sheet,
handkerchief, tissues, and a plastic bag for rubbish. In case of rain, please come
prepared anyway.

Gasshuku; [G___ -G ] “students go to the mountains or the beach and stay for one
or two nights.

Jitensha Kyoshitsu; G3 students attend a road traffic safety workshop at Shinkanda
Traffic Park and learn about traffic safety. Only G3 and above students can ride a bicycle
throughout the city after attending this workshop.

Jugy6 sankan; Open Class Day. Guardians are welcome to observe their children at
school. It takes place several times a year. When it is on a Saturday, guardians and their
children will also take part in an emergency evacuation drill together and go home
together afterwards.

Tairyoku Test; G4-G6 students take a physical fitness test.

Jikyidsé-Kirokukai, Cross country running day. Students will run 1-2 km around the
school. Students will train in the lead up to this event.

Ishikawa education week (Nov.); An open school week where anybody is welcome
to come observe classes.

Kajin-kondan; The guardian comes to school for a parent-teacher interview where the
child’s grades and progress during the school semester are discussed. Parents/guardians
can also discuss concerns or questions regarding their child’s progress with the teacher.
It takes place in the end of the 1st semester and the 2nd semester.

Shdagyo-shiki; A ceremony to close the semester. It takes place every semester.
Sotsugyoshiki (Mar.); G6 students come to this ceremony and receive a graduation
certificate. Parents of graduating students are welcome to come and watch. G1 to G3

students are not allowed to participate in this event.

13
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(3) School Rules and Regulations

Togeko — Coming to and Leaving School

- A yellow cap (anzenb®d: cap for boys, hat for girls) must be worn. Students must take

the designated route by the school and should not loiter.

Time

) @ . .
®amand8:  ®am in the morning.

- Students should come to school between  :

- Once the school bell rings, students must be seated and prepared for the class.

- The time classes finish for the day has been set. For days with 5 periods, students leave
around _ : ® for days with 6 periods, students leave around @,

School Grade Colors

- Each grade has its own color determined by the school. These colors often used for

underlining a student’s name to show his/her grade.

Uniform —See 4. Things to Prepare

O There is no uniform.

O All students are required to wear uniforms. Underneath the uniforms, students
should wear polo shirts, girls have the option of wearing blouses as well. Those
with lace or other decorations should not be worn at school. Students are
required to wear white socks that go above their ankles. Socks with patterns,
bright colors, lace or other decorations are not allowed at school. During winter,
students are allowed to wear black tights or leggings beneath their uniforms.

- Name Tag; Students must have a plastic name tag on their left chest at all times.

Gym Class Uniform (Tais6-fuku) —See 4. Things to Prepare
- During gym class, students must change into a short sleeve white t-shirt and
black or navy blue short pants, as well as a red-white reversible sports cap.

- Please sew or iron a name tag (fabric___x__ “cm) onto the left breast of the
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shirt. On the [ top/O% bottom] edge of the tag, please highlight the color
of the student’s grade onto it.

[ Please sew or iron a name tag (fabric___ x ___®¢m) onto the back of the short
pants

- Please write the name of the student onto the cap and underline it with the
grade color as well.

- During winter, students are allowed to wear long sleeve training shirts and
pants as well. For students with specific religious requirements, it is fine for

them to wear long sleeve training shirts and pants during gym class.

Make up and Accessories

- Hair accessories such as clips and hair bands are allowed, however they must
be either black, brown or a non-vivid color. As well as this, they must not be
obtrusive.

- At almost all Japanese schools, ear piercings, earrings, makeup and accessories
are prohibited. Due to the possible risk of injury resulting from piercings, they

should not be worn at school.

Shoes —See 4. Things to Prepare

- Students should wear sneakers to school, during rainy weather, rain boots are
also allowed. During gym class outside, students can wear their sneakers.

- While inside the school, students are required to wear white canvas shoes
(zukku), they are also called uwabaki or uchibaki at school.

- On the canvas shoes, please write the student’s name clearly and underline it

with the grade color.

Belongings
- The student’s name must be written with a black marker on all of their
belongings. Things that won’t be used during class should not be brought to

school.
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(4) Classrooms

Sneakers should be taken off when going indoors and uwabaki

Entrance (canvas shoes) should be changed into. Students are assigned
their own shoe box (getabako) at school.
This room is used for classes, and for meals. Students are
Classroom ) . .
assigned their own desks and chairs.
Teacher’s Office The room teachers can be found in
In situations where students are feeling ill or have an injury, first
Health Clinic aid is provided here. If necessary, the school nurse will also
provide consultations for students.
The school’s books are found here, books can be read and
) borrowed from the library. Books cannot be directly taken from
Library

the shelves, they must be scanned at the desk and returned the

same way when being borrowed.

Counselor’s Office

If students have any concerns or worries, they can consult the

welfare teacher here for advice.

Science Room

Science experiments and studies are held here.

Art Room

Drawing and crafts can be done here.

Home Economics
Room

Cooking and sewing classes are held here.

Music Room

A range of musical instruments are located here. Music classes

are conducted here.

Meeting Room

Meetings and parent-teacher interviews are held in this room.

Gymnasium Exercise and gatherings are held in this big hall.
Pool During summer, sports classes are held here.
Physical Education classes and events are held here. During
emergencies, this is the designated gathering area. Durin
Sports Field & & g & €

breaks, students can use this for playing. Rules for using this

area should be followed.

f Can Muslim students pray in a school?
Some schools designate a room for prayer. Please ask a teacher where your child
can pray in the school.
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(5) Study and Grades

Learning Activities

In elementary school, students learn a range of topics such as: Japanese, Social Studies,
Mathematics, Science, Living Environment Studies, Music, Art and Handicraft,
Home Economics, Physical Education, Moral Education, Foreign Languages
Activities (English), Period for Integrated Studies, and Extra-Curricular Activities.
Through these classes, students learn about new ideas and develop their thinking ability.
There is a large focus on working together and teamwork during these classes. These classes

also try to facilitate the student’s interests and passion for learning.

- Living Environment Studies: Students learn about their surrounding environment,
people and their relationship with them.

- Home Economics: Students learn to make clothes, food and other home skills. This is
a co-ed class.

- Physical Education: While wearing their gym uniform, students learn about
maintaining their health and develop their bodies. Topics include stretching, running,
jumping rope, swimming, dancing. Swimming is at the school pool and students must
wear appropriate swimwear. G4 and above students are allowed to do gymnastics,
basketball, soccer, and other ball sports. Regardless of sport, boys and girls participate in
classes together. For those concerned about physical contact, co-ed classes or skin exposure
during classes, please consult the teacher beforehand. If the guardian has not consulted the
teacher beforehand, children might be asked to do something they are not comfortable with
and become confused. G1-G_“ students change into their gym clothes or swimwear in
the same room. For G__® students and above, they will be put into separate rooms to
change their clothes.

- Moral Education: Students consider about themselves and relationships with others.

- Period for Integrated Studies: Students learn about their local area and environment
through classes and field trips, and develop a sense of teamwork as well.

- Class Activities: Students interact with classmates and solve problems.

k How to change into swimwear?

Students can change their clothes under a wrap towel. A
wrap towel can be purchased from large supermarkets and i
department stores or made at home by a bath towel.
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How to read a timetable

*The grade that studies the listed subject is marked with a O.

Available Subjects Notation G1 G2 | G3 | G4 | G5 | G6
Japanese EE/ O O O O O O
Social studies =/ O| O0O| O] O
Mathematics B/ | O] O] O] O] O| O
Science R} /38 O| O | O] O
Living Environment Studies EE/E O O

Music 5%/ | O O] O] O| O] O
Art and Handicraft XT/ Ol 0| O] O0O| 0| O
Home Economics KE/R O | 0
Physical Education w8/ | O| O] O] O| O] O
English HRB/& O] O] O] O
Moral Education BE/E | O | O] O] O| O] O
Class Activities #EF | O O] O] O| O] O
Period for Integrated Studies HE/H O O O O
Calligraphy 25/ | O | O] O] O| O] O
Club Activities 077/ @) @) O
School Committee EZER/E O | O

Sample timetable (4th Grade): 1* Period Monday is Japanese, 2" Period is

English, 3" Period is either music or social studies, 4" period is mathematics, after
lunch and cleanup is 5™ period with social studies, 6 period is club activities.

et Mon. Tue. Wed. Thurs. Fri.
Period | I— 1 E&E E&E B E&E &
2 EX FB ®B B ®B
3 =2/ ER e g5 Ea
4 B b EE e B
5 f= EBES BiE iny=) MT

6 777 B =5 g
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Reading the Grade Sheet
At the end of the semester, parents receive a grade sheet (fsdichi-hyd). Besides grades,
school committee and club activity records, general attitude and attendance are also

written on the grade sheet.

- The Student’s Learning Outcome

For most Japanese schools, grades are given each semester since their first year. At the
end of the school year, the students’ grades for the entire year are determined. Student’s
grades are divided into different subjects and are based on their eagerness to learn,
attitude, thinking ability, knowledge, skills. For students with a sufficient ability, they are
given a B, those with a higher ability are given an A and those who have room to improve
are given a C. For G1 students, grades are also given in triangles and circles, those who
have not met the grades are given a triangle. Areas marked with / are sections that are
not evaluated.

The grades provided are an evaluation of the student’s current abilities, and helps in
establishing learning goals for the students. These grades are not used for comparing
students or deciding ranks within the classroom.

Moral Education and Period for Integrated Studies are not evaluated by grades. Instead,
the teacher provides a written situation of the students learning outcome given to the

parents.

- Records of Extra-Curricular Activities
This includes roles taken during class, participation in events, as well as club and

committee activities.

-General Attitude
Students’ personal development and general attitude toward school are evaluated in this
section. Areas where the student excels in are marked with a O. It is to promote students’

individual development.

- Record of Attendance

The number of absence are written in this section.
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(6) Japanese Language Instruction

Izumi Elementary School Japanese Language Class

Basic Japanese language instruction is provided for foreign children enrolled in
elementary schools in Kanazawa when they need to study Japanese (listening, speaking,
reading, writing). To join the class, the guardian should consult the school; a child or
parents/guardians cannot make application directory to Izumi Elementary School
Japanese Language Class.

Students study Japanese at the Japanese language class once or twice a week on
weekdays. Each lessen takes about two hours. It is parent’s responsibility to shuttle
his/her child to and from the language class. Period to study at the class is around 2 years.
The number of students who can participate in this class is limited. When it is full, they
must wait for an opening. Please check the following website (Japanese, Chinese,

English, Indonesian) of the Japanese Language Class

http://cms.kanazawa-city.ed.jp/izumi-e/view.php?pageld=1109
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(7) School Lunch (Kyiashoku)

Contents of the School Lunch

Side Dish:  Kanazawa sourced rice (3 times per week) and bread (2 twice a week)

Milk: Kanazawa produced un-homogenized milk (200ml)

Main Dishes: Non-processed foods, traditional Japanese ingredients and locally produced

vegetables. Once a week or less, a dessert such as fruits is also provided.

How to Apply for a School Lunch and Costs

For those students who have allergies and religious requirements, students can bring their
own lunch box to school instead buying the provided meals. There are various options to
choose from for school lunches Students should inform the school ahead of time. The cost

of school lunches will be withdrawn automatically from a registered bank account.

1. Normal School Lunch (Side dish, milk and Main dishes) ~ 4700yen per month

2. Side dish and milk 2000 yen per month
3. Side dish only 1000 yen per month
4. Milk only 1000 yen per month

& What happens to children who are fasting during Ramadan?

School children participating in Ramadan are allowed to stop school lunches
temporarily. Please let the school know as soon as possible regarding this including
when it starts and when it finishes. For the period of when the student didn’t eat

school lunch, the money for school lunch will be returned to the parent is cash during
the next semester.
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4. Things to Prepare

Parents must prepare many things to be used during the school year. The things

parents should prepare are things before enrolment, and after enrolment which

may change depending on grade and semester. Some of these things can be

ordered at the school. In addition, some items purchased by the school will also

be distributed to the students.

Uniforms, school backpack, keyboard harmonica can be rented from the school

as second-hand goods. Due to limited supply, these may not always be available.

If you want to rent any items, please consult the school.

(1) Things to prepare when beginning school

Girls: Jacket and Skirt
Boys: Jacket and Short Pants (or Long
Pants)

In summer, the Jacket is not needed.

LL L

OUniforms
Jacket:9000~12000 yen
(Hygjun-
Short Pants:3500~5000 yen
fuku)
Long Pants: 5500~6500 yen
Skirt: 5500~10000 yen
You can purchase it at stores such as Aeon
or Apita.
) Students must wear a white polo shirt
[JPolo Shirt %)
inside their jackets. Girls also have the
(Long sleeve
and option of wearing a blouse instead. Clothes
short sleeve) with patterns or prints are not allowed.
Cwhite CONavy [black | Socks with a logo are allowed. Socks with
blue
OSocks prints or decollations are prohibited.

O High socks are also allowed.
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Only white indoor shoes are allowed.

Indoor

Shoes Shoes with strings are allowed for children

(zukku) who can tie them by themselves.

Shoes for These can also be worn for gym class.

going to
Sandals and crocs are not allowed.

school . ) . )

(outdoor During winter and rainy days, rain boots are

shoes) allowed.

Girls: Hat Type
Boys:Cap Type

Yellow Hat Students must wear this when going to
school and back home. It is sold at stores
such as Aeon.

Any color is fine.
Students put their school equipment in this

School and carry it to school.

Backpack Price varies from around 30000 yen to
70000 yen. It is sold at stores such as Aeon
or Apita.

On a piece of fabric, write the name of the
student and sewf/iron it onto:

Sy:1 Class O the left breast of T-shirt: __ x__ ® cm

niform, O the back of shortpants: _ x  @cm

Navy Short .

T-shirt:around 2000 yen

Pants, .

Red-White Long Sleeve Shirt: around 2500 yen

Hat Short Pants:around 2000 yen
Hat:around 600 yen
It is sold at stores such as Aeon or Apita.

;)rawstrlng Any color is fine.

al
g The dimensions of the bag should be length

D forPE ® d width The stri

O for statio- cm and wi cm. The string
length must be roughly Dem.

nary
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Fabric

A bag for putting borrowed library books in.

Hand Bag . .
p The dimensions should be length 30 cm and
“Tosho .
bakku” width 40cm.
A box type is preferrable.4-5 pencils, one
Pencil Case white rubber, one red pen, one ruler, and a
marker should be included.
A 15cm plastic ruler.
g il oy o 0 A SR SRS o i
Ruler b‘ T . | Itshould be plain (without patterns or prints).
It should also fit inside a pencil case.
The tip should be round. There are also left
Scissors
handed scissors available.
Markers
These should be placed inside the pencil
(For Writing
case.
Names)
Colored These usually come in 12 colors, they
Pencils should be inside a pencil case.
Writing
A plastic board used for drawing and writing.
Board
Cleaning 1S ey O__ ®Cleaning cloth (s)
cloth and 'l IR 5
clothes peg | &= = — i O __ “Clothes peg (s)
Backpack Used for excursions and field trips.
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(2) Things to prepare for the semester and grade

Swimsuit

All students entering the pool must wear
this. Girls must wear a one-piece
swimsuit. Students must wear either a
black or blue school swimsuit. If students
are not able to wear the swimsuit due to
religious reasons or exposure of the skin,
please prepare an appropriate swimsuit.
In such cases, colors and patterns are
allowed. School swimsuits cost around
3000 yen and can be purchased at stores
such as Aeon or Apita. You cannot
purchase it at school.

Swim Cap

All students entering the pool must wear
this. The color of the cap is determined
according to the student’s grade. If the
child does not have a cap, they cannot
enter the pool. If ordered through the
school, it will cost around 500 yen. It is
sold at stores such as Aeon or Apita.

Keyboard

Harmonica

G1-2 Students will use this quite a lot in
class. It contains 32 keys.

If purchased through the school, it will cost
around 5000 yen. It can also be purchased
at musical instrument stores.

Art Set

Students of all grades use this. Sets
containing art tools, a palette, a water
palette, 2-3 brushes are recommended as
it is easy to carry and useful for children. A
towel should also be put inside the bag.
Cheap goods can be quite flimsy and are
not recommended. If purchased through
the school, it will cost around 2000 yen. It
is also sold at stores such as Aeon or
Apita.
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Fabric

Hand Bag

Used by G2-6 Students. It is used for
carrying musical equipment and various
tools for art and handicraft class. It should
be around the same size as the library
bag, however it should be of a different
color/print.

Triangular

Ruler

Itis used by G2-6 students. It can be
purchased through the school. If
purchased through the schoal, it will cost
around 200 yen. Itis also sold at stores
such as Aeon or Apita..

Calligraphy
Set

Itis used by G3-6 students. These can be
purchased through the school at the end
of 2" grade. It will cost 3000 yen if
purchased through the school. It is sold at
stores such as Aeon or Apita.

Soprano

Recorder

It used by G3-6 students. These can be
ordered through the school at the end of
2" grade. If purchased through the
school, the students name will be written
on the recorder. If so, it will cost around
2000 yen. It can also be purchased at
musical instrument stores.

Compass

Used by G3-6 students. It can be ordered
through the school. If so, it will cost
around 400 yen. It can also be purchased
at stores such as Aeon or Apita.

Sewing Set

Used by G5-6 students.

These can be ordered through the school
at the end of 4™ grade. If so, it will cost
around 2000yen.It can be purchased at
stores such as Aeon or Apita.
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(3) Learning Supplies Bought from the School

Communi- It is used for carrying a communication
cation Note book, announcements for parents and
Case
homework printouts. Parents should
(Renraku '
Bukuro) check its contents every day.
Parents can find daily homework, a list
Communi- for the next day’s preparations,
cation schedule changes and important
Book .
announcements inside the
(Renraku
_ communication book. Parents should
Cho)
confirm its contents and sign every day.
It includes math cards, dice, marbles,
coins, and a clock inside. It should cost
Arithmetic around 3000 yen. The child’s name
Set should be written on all items (including

small ones).You can order personalized

name seals as well.

In addition, notebooks, glue sticks, clay, desk trays and name plates are also

supplied through the school.
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5. Responsibilities of Parents/Guardians

(1) Preparation for Enrolment

Documents to Submit (Things to fill in at the school)

L1 Application Form for School Lunch (Please refer to Section 7: School Lunch)

[J Bank Transfer Request Form for School Fees: Parents/Guardians need to
have a bank account to pay for school fees. Class fees (gakunen-hi) for learning
materials and field trips (depending on grade, 1000-5000 yen per month), school
lunches, parent-association membership fee will be withdrawn from the bank
account each month.

(1 Emergency Contacts Card: A card containing contact details of the parents as
well as medical details of the child. The information will be used when the child
needs emergency medical treatment.

[] Personal Card: A card containing basic information of the child and their family

[] Health Record: A record containing the student’s medical treatment record
including injections

L] Application form for the accident insurance: The insurance covers the cost
of medical treatment when a child gets injured going to or back from school, at
school or on field trips. While it is not mandatory, it is strongly recommended. It

costs 460 yen per year.

Confirmation of School Route
Each school designs a route “fstigaku-ro” to and from school. Parents should familiarize

their children with the designated route to school.

(2) Daily School Life

Maintaining a daily routine (sleeping early, waking up early, eating breakfast)
To create a balanced lifestyle for the child, families should develop a daily routine,
especially a schedule for sleeping and waking up on time, and eating breakfast. This will
create a good environment for the child. The school recommends children to go to bed

by 10 pm and wake up by 6 am.
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Communication Note Case and Communication Note Book

Inside the communication note case (Renraku-bukuro), a note book for communication
between the parents and teacher (Renraku-chd), the students’ homework (shukudai)
and announcements (0shirase) will be placed. Please make sure to check it daily.
Renraku-cho contains very important notice from the school. Once the child is able to
write in Hiragana, they should start writing their own sentences inside it. After a parent
has confirmed and understood the contents of the Renraku-cho, please sign the book.
Should the parent want to contact the teacher, they are welcome to write inside the
Renraku-cho

Children should prepare necessary textbooks and learning materials for the day by
themselves but please check everything has been completed including homework and
notes written in the communication book. Please be careful about wasure-mono, not

to forget anything.

b How to Read the Renraku-cho

© Lw <72\ : The homework for the day.

&) HHHD : Things to be prepared for the next day.

@ Ch A+l Changes in the schedule for the next day.

¥ L ot : Important message from school to parents and guardians.

Report of Absence or Late Arrival
Please make sure to contact the school if the student is sick or will be late in order to

confirm there is no emergency.

b How to Contact the School in Case of Absence or Late Arrival?

O Fill in a "Report of absence, late arrival or early leave" and ask another student
to deliver it to the school.

O Write message in Renraku-cho and ask another student to deliver it to the school.

O Fill in a "Report of absence, late arrival or early leave" and send a fax to the
school. FAX: @

O Call the school. Phone: @

Bento (For a student who does not eat school lunch)
If the student does not eat the school lunch, please prepare a lunch box for the child to
bring to school. To prevent the food from going bad, please pack it in a fridge safe

container.
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Study Support

Children speak only Japanese at school. Since it is important for children to also develop
their speaking, thinking, reading and writing skills in their first language, please help
your child study with textbooks from their home country at home.

(3) Observation Events

There are many school events during the year. There are events which parents/guardians
can attend such as the sports festival, school presentation, and in-class observation.
Because the children are always doing their best at these events, please be considerate

and encourage them. —See 3 (2) A Year in School: Important Events

(4) Parent Teacher Interviews

On the day of parent teacher interviews, parents come to the school and are given the
grades of their children from their teacher. The teacher will then explain the student’s
grades, performance and provide feedback to the parents. Parents can also consult the
teacher about other matters and concerns.

Interpreters will be available to help during the interviews. Parents who need an
interpreter should make a request to the homeroom teacher previously. The parent
teacher interview with the interpreter will be conducted on a separate day due to time

restrictions.

(5) Parents Association Membership (hogosya-kai)

All parents/guardians are required to join the association and must at least help
with activities once a year. Activities consist of helping at events at the school
and grass cutting. For the events, proceeds will go towards funding school supplies
and equipment for the children. These events are also a chance for parents to
socialize with one another.

The fee for the parents association is Pyen per [ ] ®semester/ (] ®month]
(__ ®yen per year) for each child. Along with this 120 yen will be collected
each May for insurance in case a parent/guardian is injured during a parent

association event.
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Sample of a “Report of Absence, Late Arrival or Early Leave”

To The Principal of @@ Elementary School

Absent -+ LateArrival -+ Early leave
(Please circle what to report)

Month Date

Grade Class Student Name

(Please circle the reason)
For a cold For a stomachache For a headache
For other reason ( )

Parent/Guardian Name El

Sample of filled out report; When your child belongs to Class-1 of G3 absents
for a cold on May 16™.

(HTHh) RTIOONFERE

&R B BW - 2R BE
EHEZ2OTHATLIZEWY)
5 B 16 H

3 &£ | #H RE% Name of your child

(FEZOTHATLEZIWL)

JAARDT- & ERn7-o BEV 1Yt}

Z Dty ( )
REE L Your Name @
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6. Contact List:

Kanazawa City Board of Education (Kanazawa-shi Kydiku lin-kai)
About Japanese Language Instruction or schooling for children with disability
- Gakké Shidb Ka : Phone: 076-220-2449
About Enrollment procedures or Financial Aid for School Expenses
- Kyoiku Somu Ka : Phone: 076-220-2477
1-1-1, Hirosaka, Kanazawa city, 920-8577
http://www4 city.kanazawa.lg.jp/39019/

Izumi Elementary School Japanese Language Class

(Izumi Sho-gakko Nihongo Kyéshitu)
1-26-1, Yayoi, Kanazawa, 921-8036,” Phone: 076-241-8317
http://cms.kanazawa-city.ed.jp/izumi-e/view.php?pageld=1109

Multilingual Consultation
TRIO-PHONE: Telephone counseling service provided by Ishikawa
Foundation for International Exchange
Phone: 076-222-5950
http://www.ifie.or.jp/japan/foreigners/useful_info/triophone_home.html
You can consult an organization by phone if you have any questions or problems.
Interpreters for five languages are available, and the phone call is completely
confidential.
[Languages] English, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, Russian
[Business hour] Monday to Friday: 9:15-17:15
[fee] Counseling is FREE but you have to pay the telephone charges.

Information on childcare in Kanazawa including the list of Jido Clubs (After
school care)
* “Nobinobino” by Kanazawa city
http://www.kanazawa-kosodate.net/index.html
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